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About Kathy Roux 

As a solo practitioner, Kathy provides 

professional, quality service and 

representation that you can trust to help 

you resolve your legal problems. 

Over the past twenty years, Kathy has 

practiced in the areas of Consumer 

Bankruptcy, Consumer Protection, Housing 

Law and IRS Tax Controversies.   

Since 2006, Kathy has expanded her 

practice to include Family Law, Elder Law, 

Guardianship, Probate, Trusts and Wills. 

Kathy is licensed to practice law in Louisiana 

and Texas, and is a member of the Federal 

Bar Association, the Dallas Bar Association, 

the Tarrant County Bar Association, and the 

Tarrant County Probate Bar Association. 

 

Disclaimer: 

This brochure is for informational purposes 

only, and does not create an attorney-client 

relationship.  For legal advice you should 

consult an attorney of your choosing about 

your specific situation. 

Assured Planning.  

Effective Solutions.  

Reliable Results. 
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Why Should I Have A Will? 
 

What is a will? 

A will is a document which controls the passage 

of your property upon your death. 

 

Do I need a will? 

Most people benefit from a will.  A will allows 

for easier distribution of your estate, and is 

generally less costly.  This is your opportunity to 

determine what happens to your property when 

you die. 

 

What kinds of wills are there? 

(1) an attested or formal will which is in 

writing and witnessed by two or more 

people; and  

(2) an holographic will which is in the 

testator’s handwriting and signed by the 

testator. 

 

What important provisions should be in a will? 

(1) an exordium clause that identifies the 

testator, establishes domicile, declares and 

publishes the will, and revokes all prior 

wills; 

(2) an introductory paragraph identifying 

family; 

(3) a paragraph identifying property being 

disposed of; 

(4) appointment of an independent executor; 

(5) a waiver of the requirement for an 

executor to post bond; and 

(6) a residuary estate clause. 

 

What happens if I die without a will? 

Your property will be distributed according to 

the laws of the State of Texas.  Often this is a 

longer process and more costly.  This does not 

mean that your property goes to the state.   

What Other Estate Planning Documents Do I 

Need? 

It is important to include several ancillary 

documents in your estate plan: 

•Statutory Durable Power of Attorney; 

•Medical Power of Attorney; 

•Directive to Physicians (aka “Living Will”); 

•HIPAA Authorization; 

•Declaration of Guardian for you and your minor 

children; 

•Disposition of Remains; 

•Agent to Control Disposition of Remains; 

•Declaration of Mental Health Treatment; and 

•Hospital Visitation Authorization (for unmarried 

couples) 

Common Pitfalls of “Do It Yourself” Kits 

•Your “form” may not be a valid will under Texas 

law.  If your will is determined invalid, then your 

estate will be distributed according to the laws of 

the State of Texas. 

•These forms may not provide the type of 

planning that will benefit your estate, e.g., tax 

and trust planning. 

•These forms may leave out certain language or 

provisions that will allow for a more efficient 

probate of your estate. 

 

What If I Already Have A Will 

 

It is important to keep your will updated. 

 

Probate laws change and tax laws change periodical-

ly.  The will you have planned this year may not ac-

complish your goals in 5 or 10 years from now. 

 

Your situation changes over time.  Often, we end 

certain relationships and begin other relationships, 

as in the case of divorce, remarriage, adoption, or 

relocation.  Prior wills may not account for these life 

changes. 

It is important to read these documents carefully to 

make sure that they express your wishes, and to con-

sult with an attorney to make sure that the docu-

ments are consistent and work together for your 

benefit. 


